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public funds for candidates and limited the amount they could spend on getting elected today president bush 
vetoed the bill one reason it did not totally eliminate contributions from special interest groups and one man 
who does not need to worry about raising campaign money as ross perot he says he'll spend his own 
officially perrault is not yet campaigning but whatever you call it he was doing more of it again today here's 
jim cummins he admits he's been short on specifics about the issues but that hasn't deterred him from 
sharing the pro philosophy today the billionaire businessman spoke to this year's graduates at the university 
of oklahoma my first piece of advice to you is what is success success is being the best at whatever you do 
and whatever you do don't have making a lot of money as your god since february millions of people have 
taken the initiative to sign petitions to get pero on the presidential ballot people like john cook a registered 
democrat i think like the majority of americans these days are fed up with the untruth and half truth and not 
getting things done or carol poston a lifelong republican i think our country's in a mess and i think you've got 
people that are disillusioned with both sides and they're looking for a change in texas petition drive 
volunteers need 54 000 signatures to get pero's name on the november ballot by the deadline monday they 
hope to have at least a half million meanwhile the outspoken billionaire says he's declining any more 
interviews until he has time to study the issues but when he's out in public he can't avoid the questions 
following a speech to charity volunteers a reporter told perot that the chairman of the president's campaign in 
texas said electing parole would be like going on a blind date for four years i find it really fascinating that at 
this luncheon where we have all these people who did all these wonderful things you go over and interview 
one of bush's point and ask me questions about this why don't we focus on these wonderful people but soon 
the voters will focus on perot 
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but soon the voters will focus on perot and the issues he promises to have some answers for them jim 
cummins nbc news dallas chancellor about ross perot is trying to climb a peak of his own these days john 
tom the 1992 presidential race is heating up ross perot said today the bush dirty tricks crowd was 
responsible for unflattering newspaper stories about him which appeared last week perrault is expected to 
announce his independent presidential candidacy next month he told me in a telephone interview today that 
the bush dirty tricks crowd panicked his word after polls in california and texas showed him leading president 
bush perot has accused the republican party in planting false information about him but today was the first 
time he used the name of the president when i asked him to substantiate his charge against the bush crowd 
he said they boast about it in public to their friends and then their friends call me the pattern is absolutely 
distinct the stories are loaded with errors perrault said he might release detailed records of his relationships 
with the nixon and reagan administrations and he said if i do they'll have a real headache on their hands he 
told me that when he worked with the nixon administration the white house was worried about watergate and 
that when he worked with the reagan administration and with george bush then vice president the white 
house was worried about the iran-contra scandals perrault said today that they are assuming that i'm going 


to embarrass them although he said that is not his intent nevertheless he left me with the impression that if 
there are more stories of this kind he'll fight back in detail naming some famous names now to presidential 
politics improving american education is so important to so many people in this country the candidates 
neglected at their peril bill clinton has made education a top priority as governor of arkansas and today he 
put it at the top of his campaign agenda as well more now from nbc's andrea mitchell thank you very much 
when he led a 1989 governor's summit with the president 
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with the president bill clinton said he and george bush should be held accountable for producing results on 
education [Applause] two and a half years later candidate bill clinton is trying to make his differences with the 
president over education a central issue of the campaign america needs an education president who shows 
up for class every day not just once every four years their biggest disagreement bush supports private school 
choice permitting parents to spend tax dollars on private schools and every parent should have the power to 
choose which school is best for his child public private or religious while i support public school choice and 
our state was the second state to adopt it iam unalterably opposed to a voucher system to give people 
public money to take to private schools on head start bush would spend an additional 600 million dollars 
clinton would fund it for every child four billion dollars but hasn't explained where he'd find the money critics 
in both parties say bush has had more education photo ops than real proposals and didn't work hard to get 
congress to pass the ones he did offer last month he did suggest more accessible college loans a program 
similar to clinton's if bush gets a c plus what kind of grade should clinton get good marks for effort lower 
marks for performance when he was elected governor 12 years ago arkansas was almost dead last in 
education a poor state it's still near the bottom but there have been improvements fewer students drop out of 
high school if they do they lose their driver's license more go on to college schools now teach physics foreign 
languages computer science teachers are paid more but clinton forced them to take competency tests about 
to join the education debate ross perot we've got to have the finest education system in the world can we yes 
will we not by talking about it not by having the senior people in our country take every television cameraman 
that's still breathing and going over to read the children in class as a businessman perrault hired 
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as a businessman perrault hired lobbyists to ramrod school reform through the texas legislature eight years 
ago mr pearl and his folks twisted arms broke arms in some cases did what was necessary to get the job 
teachers had to take tests even more controversial in football crazy texas high school athletes had to pass or 
couldn't play coaches were furious the asinine thing is there's no conflict absolutely no conflict between 
education and football more recently perot is sponsoring pilot projects like this one in east dallas asked about 
his education platform he says get to kids early the earlier the better and i don't mean four i mean literally 
immediately after birth in many ways bush clinton and perot are similar they all talk about tougher standards 
for teachers and students and they don't have the foggiest idea how to pay for the reforms they proposed 
andrea mitchell nbc news washington this is nbc nightly news with tom brokaw reporting tonight from nbc 
news headquarters in new york good evening ross perot a short man with a bold style and snappy sound 
bites is standing tall in the polls tonight leading president bush and bill clinton in the latest national survey of 
presidential candidates and as nbc's john cochran reports from the white house now the president and 
clinton are taking notice but they're not quite sure what to do about this maverick independent john tom to 
borrow from an old rogers and heart song they think the voters are bewitched and they themselves are 
bothered and bewildered according to conventional wisdom voters should be having second thoughts about 
perot's mushy answers to problems like the budget deficit give me a little time to get all this nailed down after 
tough questioning on a sunday talk show two weeks ago perrault retired from the battlefield to regroup he 
announced he would avoid media interviews for two months while he developed concrete answers this 
weekend though parole was back on the line still vague on the issues but as he told katie 
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vague on the issues but as he told katie couric this morning voters don't seem to care as soon as i said i was 
going to spend some time the phone banks went crazy the volunteers said we're not interested in detailed 
positions when told that perot thinks voters don't care about detailed answers president bush could only grin 
and bear it and imagine how a detailed man like bill clinton feels he thought voters would reward him for 
offering specific proposals now a time cnn poll shows him running third nine points behind parole it's like the 
less he does the higher he goes in the polls many voters think of perot as an outsider who knows how to run 
a business so george bush has started talking about his days meeting a payroll in texas i computed this a 
while back and i spent fifty percent of my adult life in the private sector and fifty percent in government bush 
and clinton are counting on the media to show that perot is not perfect as in today's new york times report 
that 20 years ago perot was in over his head when he tried to bail out a wall street firm that eventually went 
bankrupt and pollsters are quick to note that historically third party candidates fade in the stretch i mean will 
democrats and republicans really abandon their their party when it comes to the hard choice comes where 
they have to pull the lever in the voting booth in november but if perot is still a serious challenger after labor 
day then you can expect both bush and clinton to pay him the supreme compliment by blasting him with both 
barrels in their tv ads tom thank you john perot's candidacy of course raises real questions about what 
happens if no presidential candidate gets a majority of the electoral vote that's only happened twice before in 
1801 and 1824 thomas jefferson and john quincy adams were elected then here's what could happen this 
time the president and vice president are chosen of course by the electoral college 538 votes apportioned by 
population in all 50 states and the district of columbia if no candidate wins the 270 vote majority the 
presidential election is thrown to the newly elected house of 
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thrown to the newly elected house of representatives and there each state large and small alike cast only a 
single vote for one of the top three candidates 26 votes or more to win the new senate would choose the vice 
president from the top two candidates and the winner there would become an acting president on january 
20th if no one has been chosen by the house if both house and senate failed to pick a winner by the 20th 
then the speaker of the house currently democrat tom foley would become acting president president bush 
tonight finds himself in the middle of a heated debate over single mothers family values and what place 
murphy brown has in any discussion of the los angeles riots this sunday night when the latest nbc news wall 
street journal poll is out and the poll of more than 1100 registered voters shows george bush leading but 
vulnerable on several issues ross perot is not far behind bill clinton running third nbc's john cochran is at the 
white house where the president now is entangled in this family issue john tom the bush campaign is trying 
to look smart and sure-footed but it still stumbles even when it comes up with a well-calculated game plan 
the plan get voters to regard bush as the defender of family values that has long been a favorite bush theme 
but now bush and dan quayle are pushing it with a new urgency and a new villain or villainess murphy brown 
dan quayle's attack on the tv character's decision to be a single mother got the high profile coverage the 
white house wanted today white house spokesman fitzwater said the president is concerned about 
television's glorification of life as an unwed mother but wait miss brown did after all decide to have the child 
instead of an abortion so fitzwater returned with the new spin the murphy brown show is an excellent show 
she is demonstrating pro-life values which we think are good the president himself deplored broken families 
but carefully avoided attacking murphy brown and i'm not going to get into the details of of a very popular 
television 
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details of of a very popular television show no that wouldn't do for a president that's why they have vice 
presidents what i didn't like about murphy brown was the message that it was sending and it was somewhat 
glorifying illegitimacy the bush campaign had planned to push family values this fall as a way of undermining 
bill clinton but ross perot has changed bush's timetable the president needs to shore up conservative support 
now especially down south and especially among born-again christians bush aides tell nbc news they will 
eventually attack perot as for abortion for gun control and against the gulf war a war popular with 
conservatives our new poll shows voters rank bush first on traditional american values and law and order but 


voters rank bush behind clinton in race relations and women's issues and behind parole in dealing with taxes 
and the economy with all those negatives it's no wonder bush is focusing on his positives and encouraging 
dan quayle to campaign against murphy brown our daily difference now decision 92 ross perot an american 
phenomenon rich outspoken and would be president but what do we really know our latest poll shows more 
than 80 percent don't know much about perot only 17 percent of the voters we surveyed say they know a lot 
about him nbc's lisa myers has been studying ross perot lisa what have you found tom those who've worked 
with parole paint widely divergent portraits of him some see him as bold decisive inspirational to others he is 
manipulative bullying and deceitful born to a cotton broker in texarkana texas perrault had never seen the 
ocean before attending the u.s naval academy he had never worked with a computer before becoming an 
ibm salesman and in 1962 when he founded electronic data systems he changed the computer industry 
forever this is the check that started eds it's 
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this is the check that started eds it's a thousand dollar check everybody thought it was such a strange idea 
nobody else would invest in it and i was stuck with the whole thing initially that's it i want to know what the 
return on your investment has been better on this than anything else today pero is worth an estimated 3.3 
billion dollars his secret timing intelligence drive and a laser-like focus if you quit trying to look behind him 
you can look right straight at him and see everything ross is about he is the least subtle person i know 
detractors say it's no accident that perot has a book in his office titled leadership secrets of attila the han 
everything he does is a crusade and usually there is only one way to do things his way organizers of the 
vietnam veterans memorial say they wish perot had kept his 160 thousand dollars that his demands that a 
statue be added to the wall cost more grief and money than his donation was worth but most of perot's good 
deeds are deeply appreciated he will forever be the hero of the families of vietnam era pows and mias whose 
cause he continues to champion he has quietly given almost 2 million dollars to food programs like this one 
in fort worth and there are his often unpublicized acts in honor of the military like john connors a navy seal 
killed during the invasion of panama at the request of conor's parents grow flew to boston to speak at a 
banquet in honor of their son ross perot is an extraordinary person and i think his extraordinariness is his 
ordinariness perot's ordinary nobility has often been rewarded this time it was for his work on behalf of 
prisoners and hostages but there is another side to ross perot he can play very rough some Say dirty like the 
time he showed a reporter what he said was a compromising picture of a vietnamese woman with the 
pentagon official in charge of finding m.i.a the pentagon official was to be 
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the pentagon official was to be discredited simply by sitting next to her and therefore the reagan 
administration's pow mia program was completely discredited in his words and that was it peru also can be 
impatient and thin skinned and he's been known to see conspiracies even when asked routine questions 
about his business this is a beautiful republican committee dirty tricks question that i have answered 30 times 
contrary to his image not all perot's business deals work out as planned peru's decision to marry his 
company with general motors was rocky from the start he underestimated the gm bureaucracy from gm's 
perspective working with perrault was the equivalent of trying to mate with a porcupine he was described as 
a self-promoter and an irritant gm also learned that perots sometimes takes liberty with the truth for example 
there was this statement about the 700 million dollars gm paid to buy out pro this money will be held in 
escrow until december the 15th in fact parole later said in a court case there was no escrow account on 
another occasion perot's supreme confidence got him in over his head in 1970 his effort to save an alien new 
york brokerage house turned into a debacle in retrospect we were pretty naive to do it within 60 days we 
realized it was a 16 million dollar problem peru used his influence with the nixon white house on that deal as 
well as others a nixon aide said perot was no outsider he knew how to use his position and did not only in the 
white house but elsewhere in washington what kind of president would parole make supporters say he'd be a 
strong leader critics claim he's naive about the complexities both of government and of problems facing the 
nation what we have here is a man with the appeal of teddy roosevelt and the naivete jimmy carter and the 
temperament of richard nixon 
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temperament of richard nixon perrault also has a history of throwing up his hands and walking away if he 
doesn't get what he wants doing that as a businessman is one thing but doing it as president is another tom 
thank you lisa we'll be back in just a few moments with more news and john chancellor's commentary where 
do you want to be in 10 years detroit to minneapolis minneapolis to detroit oh our daily difference now 
decision 92 ross perot an american phenomenon rich outspoken and would be president but what do we 
really know our latest poll shows more than 80 percent don't know much about perot only 17 percent of the 
voters we surveyed say they know a lot about him nbc's lisa myers has been studying ross perot lisa what 
have you found tom those who've worked with parole paint widely divergent portraits of him some see him as 
bold decisive inspirational to others he is manipulative bullying and deceitful born to a cotton broker in 
texarkana texas perrault had never seen the ocean before attending the u.s naval academy he had never 
worked with a computer before becoming an ibm salesman and in 1962 when he founded electronic data 
systems he changed the computer industry forever this is the check that started eds it's a thousand dollar 
check everybody thought it was such a strange idea nobody else would invest in it and i was stuck with the 
whole thing initially that's it i want to know what the return on your investment has been better on this than 
anything else today pero is worth an estimated 3.3 billion dollars his secret timing intelligence drive and a 
laser-like focus if you quit trying to look behind him you look right straight at him and see everything ross is 
about he is the least subtle person i know detractors say it's no accident that perot has a book in his office 
titled leadership secrets of attila the han everything he does is a crusade and usually there is only 
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is a crusade and usually there is only one way to do things his way organizers of the vietnam veterans 
memorial say they wish perot had kept his 160 thousand dollars that his demands that a statue be added to 
the wall cost more grief and money than his donation was worth but most of perot's good deeds are deeply 
appreciated he will forever be the hero of the families of vietham-era pows and mias whose cause he 
continues to champion he has quietly given almost two million dollars to food programs like this one in fort 
worth and there are his often unpublicized acts in honor of the military like john connors a navy seal killed 
during the invasion of panama at the request of conor's parents grow flew to boston to speak at a banquet in 
honor of their son ross perot is an extraordinary person and i think his extraordinariness is his ordinariness 
perot's ordinary nobility has often been rewarded this time it was for his work on behalf of prisoners and 
hostages but there is another side to ross perot he can play very rough some say dirty like the time he 
showed a reporter what he said was a compromising picture of a viethamese woman with the pentagon 
official in charge of finding m.i.a the pentagon official was to be discredited simply by sitting next to her and 
therefore the reagan administration's pow mia program was completely discredited in his words and that was 
it perrault also can be impatient and thin skinned and he's been known to see conspiracies even when asked 
routine questions about his business this is a beautiful republican committee dirty tricks question that i have 
answered 30 times contrary to his image not all perot's business deals work out as planned peru's decision 
to marry his company with general motors was rocky from the start he underestimated the gm bureaucracy 
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he underestimated the gm bureaucracy from gm's perspective working with perrault was the equivalent of 
trying to mate with a porcupine he was described as a self-promoter and an irritant gm also learned that 
perot sometimes takes liberty with the truth for example there was this statement about the 700 million 
dollars gm paid to buy out perrault this money will be held in escrow until december the 15th in fact parole 
later said in a court case there was no escrow account on another occasion peru's supreme confidence got 
him in over his head in 1970 his effort to save an ailing new york brokerage house turned into a debacle in 
retrospect we were pretty naive to do it within 60 days we realized it was a 16 million dollar problem peru 
used his influence with the nixon white house on that deal as well as others a nixon aide said perrault was no 
outsider he knew how to use his position and did not only in the white house but elsewhere in washington 
what kind of president would parole make supporters say he'd be a strong leader critics claim he's naive 


about the complexities both of government and the problems facing the nation what we have here is a man 
with the appeal of teddy roosevelt and the naivete jimmy carter and the temperament of richard nixon 
perrault also has a history of throwing up his hands and walking away if he doesn't get what he wants doing 
that as a businessman is one thing but doing it as president is another tom thank you lisa we'll be back in just 
a few moments with more news and john chancellor's commentary bill clinton was in cleveland today 
showing that you don't have to be a republican to talk about family values clinton accused george bush of 
inaction and posturing the question is not are family values important of course they are it's not are they 
under fire you bet they are 
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are they under fire you bet they are it's not as tv destructive of family values all too often it is the question is 
what are we going to do about it it isn't enough for america's leaders to blame past social programs our 
current tv programs it isn't enough for americans to change channels we need to change course president 
bush also campaigned in cleveland before heading to maine for the weekend bush did some door-to-door 
handshaking and was asked by at least one resident for help in getting a job ross perot was in kentucky 
where petitions were submitted today to get him on the ballot in that state perot supporters also submitted 
signatures today in alaska the vice president's appearance today is part of his new more visible role in this 
campaign year and as nbc's jimmy kloszewski tells us tonight dan quayle is trying to help the president this 
year and himself in four years epitomizes today's intelligence when dan quayle took a swipe at murphy 
brown he unleashed a whole new generation of quail jokes i'm only going to say this once uh mr quayle vice 
president quail murphy brown is a fictional character laughs aside quail did manage to ignite a public debate 
on family values a conservative favorite that's more than his boss could do when president bush spoke about 
family values at notre dame a few days earlier the issue went nowhere the white house wants quail to be 
bush's political point man for conservatives and his hitman against liberals spiro agnew did it for richard 
nixon we have more than our share of the nattering nabobs of negativism but quail insists he's his own man 
this is dan quayle his staff says it's a different quail than the one seen four years ago senator you're no jack 
kennedy he's more confident now no longer the 
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he's more confident now no longer the deer in the headlights he had a rough time in 1988 but i think he 
decided then that it was better to be the headlights than to be the deer in the headlights the question now 
seems to be will quail somehow outshine bush with his eye on his own presidential bid four years from now 
quail is out to shore up his own conservative base with the help of an aggressive staff he's already taken the 
lead on many issues like legal reform and term limits bush aides argue that quail as vice president has less 
responsibility and more freedom to play partisan politics but many republicans frustrated with white house 
inaction and the lack of an agenda feel quail fills a political vacuum that could spell trouble for bush it does 
reinforce the image that president bush is not out there leading not out there inaugurating or initiating new 
ideas one conservative republican says quayle and his staff have more ideas and better political instincts 
than the white house west wing and unless that changes the ultimate quail joke could be on george bush jim 
miklaszewski nbc news at the white house the vice president's anti-abortion credentials of course are well 
known but not everyone in the republican party agrees and that has led to a dust-up of the gop platform 
hearings in salt lake city as nbc's lisa myers reports tonight this fight goes well beyond a platform squabble 
the scene outside said it all a couple hundred showed up for an anti-abortion rally a couple dozen attended 
an abortion rights demonstration a few blocks away inside the republican national chairman opened the party 
platform hearing by saying the gop has room for people of all views there is no litmus test on any issue in the 
republican party we are a party of diversity and of openness and not a single issue party but republican 
abortion rights activists promise to wage what they call political terrorism until the platform's anti-abortion 


00:28:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrTEhMiHRjY &t=1680s 





until the platform's anti-abortion language has changed they claim the current platform could cost president 
bush the election both his likely opponents favor abortion rights are republican women going to desert and 
vote for bill clinton i don't think so i think the integrity factor will keep them from deserting going to clinton now 
will they go to ross perot that's another question yes anti-abortion forces which control the platform 
committee adamantly oppose any change the millions of americans who are motivated by high moral 
principle will not stand for president bush saying that he is personally pro-life while the platform is mushed up 
since 1976 the republican platform has included progressively stronger language in support of a 
constitutional amendment to outlaw abortion over the same period george bush's position has changed 
radically he once supported abortion rights and opposed a constitutional amendment banning abortion but 
when he became ronald reagan's vice president bush flip-flopped i happen to favor life and i'm appalled at 
the numbers of abortions that are going on the latest nbc news wall street journal poll found that only 30 
percent of republicans agree with bush that abortion should be illegal 65 percent disagree republican officials 
in california and other big states warn that the president cannot afford to lose republican votes and still win 
their state they want to soften the platform to at least make it clear that the party has room for everyone 
publicly the bush campaign opposes any change privately his advisors are split they do agree that the last 
thing george bush could afford to do is appear to waffle lisa myers nbc news los angeles the state law there 
requiring counseling for women seeking abortion that law was unconstitutional george bush and bill clinton 
won the tuesday primaries in kentucky idaho and arkansas but these days ross perot is stealing the march 
on both men he got on the ballot in texas today and his supporters continue to collect 
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his supporters continue to collect petition signatures around the country at the same time perrault is also 
collecting something else some heavyweight political help nbc's john cochran has more on that tonight from 
the white house john tom nbc news has learned that ross perot is trying to sign up some former top guns 
from both parties today a spokesman for perot confirmed that democrat hamilton jordan and republican ed 
rollins are under consideration for major jobs in the parole campaign jordan plotted the winning strategy for 
jimmy carter 16 years ago and then served not so successfully as white house chief of staff in carter's one- 
term presidency rollins was the campaign manager for ronald reagan's landslide re-election in 1984 but in 
1988 rollins criticized george bush for choosing dan quayle as his running mate rollins and bush still have a 
mutual dislike even though rollins's wife sherry is a white house staffer bush forced rollins to quit as co- 
chairman of the republican congressional campaign after rollins scorned the president for reneging on his no 
new taxes pledge neither rollins nor hamilton jordan has so far agreed to join perot's campaign only two 
months ago rollins thought perrault had no chance there's no viable chance of him beating george bush or 
beating bill clinton there is a viable chance that he could get 10 percent of the vote rollins has since changed 
his mind saying perrault can take voters from both bush and clinton today bush and clinton were pushing 
their interest in schools aides for both believe or hope that perot's popularity will nosedive when he starts 
taking specific stands on specific issues but dan quayle said today that ross perot could be the president's 
main rival this fall and said quail quote we will take a ross perot candidacy seriously end of quote represents 
one-fifth of the electoral vote needed to win the presidential election should be a big player in the presidential 
nomination process right the most popular state in the country 
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the most popular state in the country the home of the most serious domestic trouble in 25 years the leader in 
high-tech industry agriculture ethnic variety rollerblading cars freeways hanging out on the beach how can 
that state play no serious role in presidential nominations the state is california first in almost everything last 
in presidential primaries clinton is campaigning here but he doesn't need california for the nomination he just 
wants to remind californians he'll be back in the fall and he wants to beat jerry brown in brown's home state 
where brown has never lost a presidential primary pat buchanan is around as well but president bush doesn't 
have to worry he's already got the republican nomination sewn up the president keeps coming back for the 
fall showdown and for campaign contributions described by a late california politician as the mother's milk of 
politics [Applause] ross perot has not yet on the california ballot but based on everything i'm hearing here he 


is on the minds of a lot of california voters that's nightly news for thursday see you tomorrow night from 
seattle [Music] well the primary season is ending and a donny brook is shaping up for the fall and today 
came published reports that the white house staff is virtually paralyzed that the president should replace his 
chief of staff samuel skinner or from nbc news white horse correspondent jim miklaszewski campaigning in 
california president bush denied he's preparing to dump his chief of staff skinner for secretary of state baker 
but administration sources say bush is frustrated with an ineffective white house operation and a staff shake- 
up is in the works according to the sources skinner's deputy henson moore could be forced out and replaced 
with a member of baker's team 
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member of baker's team that would permit baker to stay at state and help run the white house and the re- 
election campaign by proxy bush came to california to try to stop his political bleeding he's far behind ross 
perot and even trails bill clinton in state polls the environment plays big here so bush announced 
implementation of a new wetlands program it pays farmers to convert farmlands to wetlands but 
environmentalists were infuriated when it was also announced that when bush goes to the rio conference in 
two weeks he'll refuse to sign a treaty to protect wildlife u.s officials say the treaty would have been too costly 
bush says he also has to protect jobs he cannot shut down the lives of many americans because of going to 
an extreme on the environment critics say bush has lost his claim as environmental president that's now 
obviously becoming the the joke of the year but these days nobody here is laughing with parole closing fast 
bush supporters worry that unless the white house breaks out of its campaign slump it could become the 
political joke of the year jim miklaszewski nbc news at the white house and the non-candidate ross perot took 
his non-campaign to arkansas today the home state of democrat bill clinton perrault addressed a two-day 
convention in little rock that officially won him a spot on the arkansas ballot and he used prize fighting 
parlance to sound very much like a candidate we'll get in the ring and stay in the ring we can accomplish 
anything according to polls there perrault would beat clinton in arkansas his home state if an election were 
held today clinton meantime was in california today that stayed an afterthought in the primary season but a 
huge election prize in the fall nbc's diana kariki on politics california style here's the man who can give likely 
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here's the man who can give likely democratic nominee bill clinton a big headache tuesday a poll taken last 
week shows jerry brown running even with clinton in the democratic primary in california it is our country it is 
our city it's our people it's our community take it back take it back america a brown victory in california would 
embarrass clinton but would not rob him of the nomination clinton needs less than a quarter of the 700 
delegates up for grabs in tuesday's primaries in california and five other states he's been campaigning in 
california since thursday today speaking to entertainment industry supporters in los angeles after we clean 
up the mess the riots caused let's clean up the mess that caused the riots californians have other important 
matters to decide tuesday 11 candidates are vying for the nominations to both senate seats the first time 
ever here that both are open at the same time but despite the interesting races voters are apathetic the 
california secretary of state is guessing the turnout could drop to 44 of registered voters four percent less 
than the primary turnout in 1988 why aren't people enthusiastic about these candidates they're not ross perot 
they are politics as usual perot supporters are already focused way past tuesday's primaries on the general 
election in november we're not encouraging a write-in in the primary in california we're just encouraging 
people to sign petitions and let's get him on the ballot for november norris says perot already has three to 
four times the signatures he needs to get on that ballot but the best news for his supporters is the latest 
california poll showing perrault winning a general election here diana kariki nbc news los angeles 
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